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THE CACHES OF THIS TRAIL 
 

1. https://www.geocaching.com/seek/cache_details.aspx?wp=GC436JF+ 

2. https://www.geocaching.com/seek/cache_details.aspx?wp=GC7HKF1  

3. https://www.geocaching.com/seek/cache_details.aspx?wp=GC7HKF9 

4. https://www.geocaching.com/seek/cache_details.aspx?wp=GC7HMHA 

5. https://www.geocaching.com/seek/cache_details.aspx?wp=GC4V6NC+ 

6. https://www.geocaching.com/seek/cache_details.aspx?wp=GC78TKB 

7. https://www.geocaching.com/seek/cache_details.aspx?wp=GC7CBYN 

 
 

A glimpse at the history of the New Beach 
 

The Sea Walls of Thessaloniki rose in front of the coastal front until 1873. 
When the walls were demolished, their materials were used to create a 
waterfront from today's Salamina Street to the White Tower. So we can 
roughly say that the road is 140 years old. 
 
The beach was originally paved and until 1893 without tram lines. The tram 

built afterwards was initially horsed and later powered (in the early 1900s). A 

second engagement in the sea took place in 1900 to create the first pier. At 

that time, the expansion of the beach started measuring 8 meters more. The 

Avenue formed after the 1873 embankment was called Beyaz Kuley Avenue (of 

the White Tower) until the liberation, Vasileos Constantinou Boulevard until 

the Interwar, the Avenue of Victory (Leoforos Nikis) for several decades. 

  Its cosmopolitan past includes stories written by Ottomans, Young Turks, 

Jews and Christians. Soldiers, generals and kings, conquerors, liberators, 

protesters, merchants, vendors, porters and boats, tanks, trams (until 1926, 

when the line was moved to Tsimiski Street, which had just been completed).  

In 1959, the biggest transformation in the history of the city began, namely the 

construction of the new eastern beach alongside Alexander the Great 

Boulevard.  

The story of the New Beach was completed in the late 1970s. 50 years after its 

finalization, the redevelopment project, designed by Prodromos Nikiforidis 

and Bernard Kouomos, is the face-lift facet. Instead of a pavement, cast floor 
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was used and 15 smaller theme parks were formed in a single linear park up to 

the White Tower, totaling 4 km and covering 238 acres. 

The restored New Beach has been given to the citizens since December 2013, 

and it has become the reference point for Thessaloniki. The distinctions of 

New Beach at an international level follow one another. It is one of the largest 

reconstructions that was ever designed and implemented in the city, with 

international acclaim. It is characteristic that Thessaloniki's New Beach, the 

first most preferred spot for city walks, has received twelve awards, including 

some very important international distinctions.  

  

 

    

 

The 12 awards: 

1. 2009 eco-friendly prize (about  the first regeneration) 

2. 2009 Greek Institute of Architecture (a grand prize for the five-year 

period 2004-2008)  

3. 2011 praise ΣΑΔΑΣ-ΠΕΑ 

4. 2014 U.I.A International Union of Architects Awards First prize 

(Friendly Spaces accessible to all) 

5. 2015 ArchMarathon Awards 2015- First prize 

6. 2013 -friendly prize ( about the second regeneration) 

7. 2014 Prizes ΔΟΜΕΣ – first prize 

8. 2014 Prizes ΣΑΔΑΣ –ΠΕΑ –first prize 

9. 2015 Mies Van der Rohe Awards- Short list 

10. 2016 Yuan Ye Urban Design Awards- first prize 

11. 2016 IN practice:Τhe state of committed architecture in Europe 

12. 2016 Bucharest Triennale 2016- first prize 



                                                                      
  

 

 

Theme Parks 
 
The Garden of Alexander 
It is the first thematic area that we meet, starting our walk at the Waterfront 
from the White Tower's side. 
It is a unification of three spaces, essentially without fences, with a lot of 
greenery and a shaped square in front of the statue of Alexander the Great full 
of accessible jets of fountains. 
After the redevelopment of the Waterfront, the statue did not change its 
position, but the park around it acquired fountains, trees were planted in 
battens and benches were placed on either side of the square.  
 

 

 

  



                                                                      
The Garden of the Afternoon Sun. 
 
It's located at the opposite side of the "Umbrellas" modern work of art 
structure, the famous sculpture of Zongolopoulos, just in front of the city’s 
landmark hotel “Makedonia Pallas”. 
You can also sit in the garden of the Evening Sun’s triangular sloping space 
and admire the colors of the sunset in the Gulf of Thermaikos. 
 

 

 

 The Garden of the Sand  & The Garden of Iskios  
It is the theme garden that includes a traffic park where small cyclists safely 
take their first lessons . Next to the hotel there are two tennis courts with 
modern facilities  which are available for public use. There is also a 
playground where young children can have fun. 
There is the garden of Iskios (meaning “shade”) with built-in living rooms 
appearing as a natural continuity of the Sand garden and adjacent to the 
Municipal Refreshment Center. 
 
 

 

  

 



                                                                      
The Garden of the Seasons 
It is perhaps one of the most beloved gardens. Every season it looks like 
completely changing its form. Its fauna consists of natural Greek herbs, the 
terrain is artificially embossed while its corridors are free-lined. Many marble 
chairs have been placed there if you want to move away from the crowd 
moving on the seaside front. The open-air amphitheater in the area, is 
available for events. In the summer months many people choose the place to 
have a picnic and lie down on the lush lawn. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

The Garden of Phokas 
This thematic area preserved the old name of the homonymous park, but its 
form has changed quite bit. A playground has been created there with big 
emphasis on the safety and controlled access to the site. What is special is the 
variety of games for children with special needs.  
  
 
 

 
 

 



                                                                      
The Garden of the Mediterranean 
Opposite the “Kyrillos and Methodios” Church, the Mediterranean garden is 
full of aromatic plants and citrus trees. 
Despite its altitude differences on its terrain, it is very accessible for any 
walker and it extends over a large area. Particular attention has been paid to 
this segment, a semi-open refreshment building is planned and a special area 
for dogs. 
 
  

 
 

  



                                                                      
 

The Sculptures' Garden 

It’s the natural border of the New Waterfront for the residents of Thessaloniki. 

Nowadays there is a pool which hosts modern sculptures , a cafeteria, special 

light effects at nighttime and flower beds. A famous  fish tavern and the 

Folklore Museum are located nearby. 

 

 

 



                                                                      
 

The Sound Garden 

The Sound Garden is right next to the Sculptures' Garden and differs from the 

other Gardens thanks to its two unique contractions which have  different 

decorations and host many cultural actions during the summertime, while its 

metallic plexus becomes a leisure part for the bedding plants. Tall trees create 

a sunshade in this Garden and the memorial of the victims in the war of Korea 

is located there, too. Three water surfaces are a distinctive feature the Sound 

Garden. 

 

The Roses' Garden 

A hidden garden, a protected balcony like the ones in old Thessaloniki. The 

Garden is separated in three different spaces: a playground, a cafeteria and a 

park of colorful roses.The tall, thick pergola separates it from the avenue’s 

traffic and the nearby Gardens. It is known for the peace and quite as well as 

the odor of the roses. 

 



                                                                      
 

The Memorial Garden  

The garden with the flower beds of all kinds of aromatic plants. Sit in the 

benches around the flower beds and fill your nostrils with aroma from the 

East. It includes two tennis and two basketball courts with free access to the 

public and next to it there is the Garden of Dogs which caters to our little 

friends.  

 

 

 

The Water Garden  

It is an oasis waiting for you, while you may have almost finished your walk in 

the New Waterfront. The dominant element there is  the water. 

Ponds with goldfish, frogs and turtles resting between the water lilies and the 

stumbles. Wooden paths between the ponds let the visitors cool themselves. 

The space is available for exhibitions, but it has also been a favorite place for 

citizens of Thessaloniki who want to enjoy a break next to the Thermaikos 

Gulf. The children's voices and dogs' barks create an astonished effect which 

can relax the most tired brain during the evening walks. 



                                                                      
The wall, which was constructed for the water to flow with force, makes a 

sound effect which leaves you with no doubt that you are in the Water Garden.  

The nearby ramps attract young people who love skateboarding, riding their 

rollers and bikes and performing outstanding tricks. 

 

 

 

 



                                                                      
 

The Music Garden 

The last Garden, the Music Garden, neighbors with the Concert Hall of 

Thessaloniki hence its name. 

With a triangle shape and planted trees all around, a free space is left with 

lawn in the middle used as a playground and an open space for music festivals. 

It is also a starting point for cyclists as you can rent a bike and enjoy a ride in 

along the waterfront. 

 

 

 

 

 


